Understanding the Child in Context

What the Bible Says About Who Children Are:

Symbols of God’s presence

Gifts from God

Blessings

Reflecting the “now” and “not yet” of God’s Kingdom

Created in the image of God

Unique, ordained and valuable to God

Sensitive to their worlds and creations

Barometers of justice

Creative

Have a holistic, progressive development in community 

Reflect their parents character

Open and willing to learn

Inheritors of blessings and curses from their parents and ancestors

Models of servanthood, humility and right order

A source of pride, joy and satisfaction to their parents

An integral part of families and communities

Overcomers, not just survivors

Witnesses to the church and to the world 

Rooted in their family history

Rightful heirs to their inheritance

Born into a fallen world

Models of responsibility –theirs and others

Instruments and ministers of God’s grace and power

Loving

Children of God – able to call God Father

Critically influenced by parent as they grow 

Honest, real, congruent

Have dignity 

Trusting

The immediate presence of future hope 

Models of faith

Adopted by God as his sons

What Children Need from the World, from us

Used by God even if not perfect

Holistic teaching about 

· Scriptures and God’s commandments

· Their history and what God has done for them. 

· About family – roles, value, essence

Honesty

Safe places to grow

Good food

Practical care

To be in relationships

Consistency

Continuity

Space and means, nurture and instruction to explore and develop their faith, prayer and worship

Openness to them

Allowed to make mistakes

A learning environment where mistakes are opportunities, not ends

Allowed to ask questions

Encouragement

Their place within the family is honored

Affirmed as wise and knowledgeable

Roots

Protection

Affirmation

To be welcomed and enabled to feel welcomed

Honor

Mercy

Grace   

Their normal everyday place in family, group, church 

Enabled to grow

Provided with and environment and atmosphere where they feel they belong

Attitudes and opportunities which invite participation

Not to be burdened by parents or others 

To be seen and noticed and loved as they are as children not just those in need

To be allowed to be children

Respect

Truth

Role Models

Community 

Significance

Security

Let go

Reality 

Unconditional, responsive love modeled on God the Father

Introduction to the cross and Christ 

Love in action Education Appropriate discipline

Allowed to have and take appropriate responsibilities

What Children Give the World    

Awe

Mystery

The unknown

Live and be within their worlds, not look on their worlds as outsiders

Joy 

Openness

Represent Christ in the world 

Model wonderment and happenings and a different way of being 

Trust

Love

An understanding of the stories and narrative way of life 

Show us how to learn

Tenacity 

Faith even when things do not make sense

Show us how to live in the present, in the now 

Simplicity 

Source and object of God’s greater power

Courage

Honor their parents

Obedience

Challenge boundaries and dyadic thinking

Look at the world through different eyes

Challenge the world’s assumptions

Bear-witness to the power to overcome situations with God

Wisdom

