Risks Faced by Women and Children

Many of these categories are not only risks to women and children, for example poverty or armed conflict, but the risks in these categories are significantly higher for women and children.

Most categories overlap one another but are significant enough to have categories of their own. The itemisation/ sub headings are not comprehensive lists but rather examples of what the main categories can include. Some sub-headings appear in more than one category, for example refugees, which falls under conflict, political oppression, poverty and sudden natural disaster.

1. Abortion/Infanticide 

2. Abuse (Physical Abuse, Bullying, Emotional Abuse, Abandonment, Neglect, Sexual abuse)

3. Armed Conflict (forced participation in combat, sexual violence as a weapon of war, displacement, orphaning/ widowhood, maiming, conflict refugees, post trauma, re-socialization, impact on education, disease, loss of land/ livelihood.)

4. Crime

5. Disability 

6. Disease

7. Exploitative Labour (Slavery, Bonded Labour, Debt Bondage, forced prostitution)

8. Family breakdown (Orphaned, Widowhood, Divorce, single parent families, separation during crisis, migration, domestic/ intimate partner violence, Child Headed-Households, early marriage etc.)

9. Gender Specific Risks (FGM, adolescent pregnancy, early marriage, maternal mortality, lack/ loss of legal rights/ representation, gender-based disinheritance, widowhood, infertility, ,)

10. Health and nutrition (infant mortality, sanitation and hygiene, lack of access to healthcare)

11. HIV/AIDS (gender-based or violence related HIV infection)

12. Imprisonment

13. Lack of Education

14. Harmful Traditional Practices (This is a broad subject and most topics concern females.. They include topics such as: Population Control (one-child policy); Child Brides; Male Domination; Religious Practices (prostitution as a religious rite), FGM, Sati/ suttee, breast rolling/ ironing etc) 

15. Political oppression (including political refugees, lack of birth registration etc)

16. Poverty (includes hunger, sickness, homelessness, debt, economic refugees, lack of birth registration) 

17. Sexual exploitation (for commercial purposes, rape and other forms of sexual abuse, pornography, during conflict etc)

18. Street Life and Homelessness

19. Substance Abuse 

20. Sudden/ Natural Disaster (environmental refugees)

21. Trafficking (for the purposes of commercial sex trade, forced labour, illegal adoption, sale into marriage)

