There are over 27 million slaves today, more than at the height of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade. It’s an astounding number. What do these slaves look like? They are child soldiers. They are those who are forced to labor for little or no pay like those with generational debt. They are children and women who have been coerced, forced, or defrauded into the sex industry. YWAM is partnering with many others in global anti-slavery initiatives to end slavery in our generation. What is God saying to us as a mission? Let’s look more closely at human trafficking.
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As YWAMers, we must first of all educate ourselves to what is happening in our own back yards. This is not “over there” someplace. This global scourge is taking place in our neighborhoods, and we have not seen it. We have to ask God to open our eyes to see. Because if we do not see, we will not pray. If we do not pray, we will not act. If this was your son, your daughter, your cousin, your mother, action would have already occurred. We cannot stop with simply educating ourselves.

Prayer is a vital, critical element of how we must engage modern-day slavery, because this is not a battle against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers. Thus we must engage at a new level of global prayer on a regular basis. We are calling for regular, extended prayer on a global level. We are calling churches, missions, and denominations to end modern-day slavery in our generation. 

I am not for sale. You are not for sale. No one should be for sale. The Not For Sale Campaign website (www.notforsalecampaign.org) describes how the modern sex-slavery trade works:

Traffickers move opportunistically to prey on vulnerable populations…Wherever the greatest profit can be extracted, there the traffickers move. In an impassioned speech delivered in Brussels, European commissioner Anna Diamantopoulou aptly characterized the “ruthless efficiency” of these modern-day traders in human property: “They know their business inside out and respond to changes in the market with a speed unmatched by even the most competitive corporations.”

News reports from Haiti have recently revealed the grim truth of these words. According to several news agencies, with thousands displaced from the recent earthquake, traffickers are scouring the streets offering homes and work. Vulnerable children and teens may find themselves in the sex trade in foreign countries or enslaved at home under Haiti's tradition of keeping child slaves, known as restaveks. UNICEF, the Red Cross, and Save the Children are working to register at-risk kids and establish safe shelters exclusively for them.

I was reminded at the Call2All in New Zealand that when Charles Finney participated in the second wave of revival in the mid 1800’s in America, people who became followers of Jesus immediately signed on as abolitionists to end slavery. We can and must do the same.

Bangkok Covenant

At a recent annual meeting of YWAM Indo-China and Philippines, we signed a solemn vow called the Bangkok Covenant.

It states that on 20 October 2009 we met in the midst of Patpong, Soi Nana/Soi Cowboy, Pattaya and Poipet where girls and women are lured, tricked, or forced to sell their bodies for economic gain. We also considered other forms of slavery like child soldiers, people in forced labor, and victims of generational debt. Then we listened and heard the heart of God...

These are your sons and daughters and families. Open your eyes and see. I hear their cries. I see their tears and pain. I love them and have another dream for them. You are a part of that dream.

As you gather to pray this month, please take a moment personally and as a ministry to sign this covenant. We the leaders of YWAM Indo-China and the Philippines made a solemn vow. We will ask God what He wants us to do for the long term, but for the next four months we will:

Pray weekly for those enslaved and trafficked.

Communicate to all of our staff, students, and friends this covenant we have made.

Become better aware of slavery and human trafficking by visiting websites like:

www.notforsalecampaign.org Download and complete “Set the Captives Free” Bible study. See the Resources page under Take Action.

www.free2work.org

www.slaverymap.org

www.teamfree2play.org

www.justiceacts.org

www.stopthetraffik.org

www.becausejusticematters.org

Pray for and receive that same anointing that was on Jesus - “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free...” Luke 4:18 (NLT)

Signed:

________________________

Date:

________________________

Pray

We made a commitment to read, listen, educate ourselves, and pray weekly to end modern-day slavery. Now is the time to ask God what he wants us to do for the long term.

What will you do? Take a moment now and simply ask God what your response should be individually and as a team, base, or school. Then let me know at prayerday.org

Pray for:

God to open your eyes and give you a personal response to trafficking

An end to exploitation and all forms of abuse.

Enough shelters and resources to provide for specific needs of the victims, including medical and psychological treatment.

Training and education for each victim so that they are able to pursue their individual dreams and establish themselves in a healthy environment.

I am not for sale. You are not for sale. No one should be for sale.

Testimony – Child of a Prostitute

In northern Thailand, one of YWAM’s ministries works with children at risk (as young as 6 years old) who have been sold, trafficked, or abused. They were contacted by the Thai government to build a new aftercare facility for 6- to 12-year-old-girls. Sadly, that facility is already full of girls.

The leader was with one of the 6-year old girls when she started to ask questions: “Who is bigger, God or Satan?” “Who made Satan, and where is he living?” “Where is God living?” “Who made hell, and who is going to be there?” Big questions for such a young girl! Let’s call her Lah.

Lah had experienced evil all her life. Her mother was a prostitute. While she was pregnant she danced the whole night in the bars. When Lah was born, she took the little baby with her to work. This girl grew up in the bars, where she watched, heard, and observed it all. During the day, when her mom was asleep, Lah was abused by her caretaker.

Lah had many problems, but one was that she found it hard to fall asleep. She was afraid, and she wet her bed every night. For many months our staff sat next to her reading a book until she would fall asleep. One day Lah said to them: “You don’t have to sit with me anymore. I am not afraid anymore.” Since that day the bedwetting stopped also. Even as she asks all these questions, she is experiencing something new: trust, love, overcoming fear, and knowing that it is possible to sleep peacefully.

It took many months for the YWAM staff to see a change, but they believed and prayed and it made a difference!
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