A. Weekly Assignments

1.  Blog/Journal Entry

A blog entry is due every Monday by 8pm.  This entry should be a heart expression of what you learned during the week of lectures.  Feel free to be as creative as you want in your writing.  Below are the requirements of what your blog should/could include.


-Introduce the speaker and the topic  


-Two or three main concepts that you took out of lectures.


-How were you challenged personally in what was shared this week?


-Did the teacher leave you with any unanswered questions?


-Discuss outreach and the impressions/questions that you have.

Blogging can often times be personal, and because of that we want to leave you with the freedom to write as you please.  However, if any of the above questions are not addressed in your blog, they will be discussed in your one-on-one.  We want this blog to be something that your family, friends and supporters can follow, so make it yours.

B. Blog/Website Assignments-

1.  Personal Children at Risk Communication Profile (Website)

This is a personalized, visual summary of your ministry, passion and calling.  It will be done through your blog.  It can be a very useful tool to help introduce your ministry to people who are interested in supporting your work.  

Include the following items as a page or sidebar on your blogsite (not a post).  You can change the title of these to fit your blog (“About,” “What I do,” “Why I do it,” etc. you can be creative). 

Week 1: due by July 11th

A.  Introduction – This part will introduce the name of your ministry or the ministry you serve.  It should have contact information (address, email, website, etc.), a logo or graphic design if you have one – or a photograph of yourself. 

Week 2: due by July 18th

B.  Ministry Summary (What you do) –  Begin with your personal mission statement.  Then add a brief overview of your ministry or the ministry you are involved in, a short history, the main purpose of the ministry, some of your goals and a few statistics.

C.  Ministry Purpose (Why you do it) – This is where you tell others why you do what you do and what impact you want to make on the lives of the people you are ministering to. Describe your vision for the future.

Week 3: due by July 25th

D.  Projects and Goals – Describe the current projects you are involved in, what you want to accomplish and when you want to complete them.  Include a description of the resources you have available and what is still needed (manpower, finances, equipment, etc.)

E.  How to Become a Partner – Explain how you are financially supported and how important it is for you to form a financial support team.  Briefly explain your financial goals for the projects you have listed above and communicate a personal invitation to join your support team.  You can include a budget here, but don't go into too many details.  Give people a clear understanding of how much you need to raise, list amounts and instructions as to how they can respond.

F.  Response – Provide a way that people who are considering becoming members of your support team can respond financially, volunteer time, pray, send gifts.  Include instructions on how to get finances to you (direct deposit, mail checks, etc.)

Week 4: due by August 1st

G.  Photos of you and your ministry – Intersperse photos throughout your blogsite.

H.  Personal card or Prayer card – This is something that can be given to the person you are presenting your ministry to so they have a way to contact you in the future.

I.  Current newsletter

Note:

A blog entry/weekly update is due each Monday, following the previous week of lecture 

C. Research Project: Risk Assessment Teaching

Every student will need to pick a different category of risks children face that are listed below and research it per the criteria that follows. They will be responsible to submit their research project to the staff in charge of grading the weekend prior to the week they will present their project to the class. There will be a sign-up sheet available for students to choose their week to present their preferred research topic/”risk.”

Below is the list of "Risks" and the assessment responses needed to complete for each risk you choose. 

Abortion/Infanticide (I like to address these as the same issue - pre and post birth combined) Health and safety issues for the mother; impact on the family; impact on females; murder.

Armed Conflict (this would be a substitute for Child Soldiers and includes all war-time events that place children at risk – forced participation, rape, displaced, orphaned, maimed, refugees, post trauma, re-socialize, impact on education, disease, etc)

Street Life (Life on the Street, Street Children, Homeless Children)

Poor Health (Malnutrition is the main focus, but is mostly connected with the effects of Poverty)

Poor Hygiene (Sanitation is the main focus – Poverty is the connection)

HIV/AIDS (this is such a big topic it deserves its own category)

Substance Abuse (Drug Abuse)

Poor Education (Lack of Education, Illiteracy)

Sudden Disaster (Disaster, Natural Disaster)

Gender Discrimination (FGM, Forced Early Marriage, Female Feticide, Unwanted Pregnancy, Sexual Cleansing, Polygamy) This is another category that could be separated out, but I prefer only one category with sub-categories in the text.

Negative Cultural Influences (Cultural abuse) – This is a broad subject and most topics concern females. Topics covered here could be included within other categories rather than creating this one. I don’t have a preference. They include topics such as: Population Control (one-child policy); Child Brides; Male Domination; Religious Practices (prostitution as a religious rite, FGM); Funeral Rights (women buried alive with their husbands)

For each category you will:

1. Write a short definition of the risk.


2.  Make a list of international statistics/facts about the risk. Include the 


sources.


3. Find photos, charts, diagrams and other graphics to illustrate the 

statistics.


4. Attach current news articles from a magazine, newspaper or the 


internet that concerns the risk.


5. Find case studies, stories and examples.


6. Research advocacy programs that are making an impact.


7. List the Millennium Development Goals and UNCRC statements that 


apply to this risk.


8. Make a list of Biblical references and stories that apply to this risk.


9. Describe the role/authority of the church, government, family, media, 


science, arts, education, and business as it concerns this risk.


10. List any recommended books, videos and other media that apply to 


this risk.

D. Justice “inductive” Bible Study  (One student per week)

Every week, a student will need to bring a Bibly Study they did related to a specific area of Injustice that the Bible discusses and lead a time of discussion and study for the class. Below are some suggested categories:

Poverty (includes hunger, sickness, homelessness, etc)
Exploitive Labor (Bonded Labor, Debt Bondage)

Loss of Family (Orphans, Orphaned, Parentless, Widows)

Injustice (All types of abusive power) 
Imprisonment - this is not about false imprisonment. Treating minors as adults, hazardous conditions for children, abuse of civil rights.

Immigrants and Refugees – Misplaced people groups, foreigners in a land 


Disease (this includes pneumonia, malaria, diarrhea and preventable ailments)

Disability (Disabilities, Physical Disability, Mental Illness)

Any type of Abuse (sexual, physical, emotional, spiritual, neglect)

Slavery (any form of servitude)

E. Memorize a Scripture

As you work with and for children at risk, you will be faced with a lot of questions personally and by others.  It is important to know God’s word and his stance within the area of injustice.  Every week you will need to memorize at least one scripture regarding injustice.  The List of suggested verses will be given to you during the 1st week of classes. Come prepared to your one-on-one to share your scripture.

F. Book Reviews/Assignments-

1. Good News About Injustice.  (English and Spanish) – Read prior to school

2. Book of choice… depending on the area of your focus.

An in-class assignment will be scheduled for both books.

G. Leading “Steps of Justice” Intercession Times

H.  Leading Base Teachings- 

Each teaching time will be 45 minutes. Depending on the month you sign up for, you will meet the month prior every Monday afternoon from 2:30-4:30pm to work together as a team putting together your presentation.  Every presentation needs to be creative and well planned.  Please create a powerpoint or visuals to make  presentations creative and a fun learning process, however, please do not READ from your powerpoint.  

A. First Month- Child Protection Policy.


During this teaching we will address general child protection policy regulations as well as talk about any specific laws that Mexico has in place and the process in which to contact the Mexico government in cases of abuse.

B. Second Month- “Child in the Middle”


During this teaching the students will address God’s heart for the “child in the middle” (which will be covered in the first week of lectures with Janna).  As well, we will share God’s heart and intention for every child.  

C. Third Month- Awareness Advocacy Project – Human Trafficking

