	Contemporary Justice
	
	Biblical Justice   

	
	
	

	3. Justice tested by rules, procedures
	
	3. Justice defined by outcome, substance

	  

 
	
	

	"Justice is defined by the process more than by the outcome.... Have the right rules and processes been followed? If so, justice was done.
The appeals process in the U.S.... usually center on whether correct procedures have been followed. An appeals court does not examine the original evidence in itself."
 

- H. Zehr, Changing Lenses, p. 78
 
	
	"The test of justice in the biblical view is not whether the right rules are applied in the right way. Justice is tested by the outcome. The tree is tested by its fruit.... Does the outcome work to make things right? Are things being made right for the poor and the least powerful, the least 'deserving'? Biblical justice focuses on right relationships, not right rules."
 

- H. Zehr, Changing Lenses, p. 140, 153


	Contemporary Justice
	
	Biblical Justice   

	1. Justice divided into areas, each with different rules
	
	1. Justice seen as integrated whole

	 

 
	
	

	"When we talk about wrongs having to do with the distribution of wealth and power, we call these questions of social justice. When we talk about wrongs legally defined as crimes we categorize this as the realm of retributive justice....
We assume, that is, that one can separate the areas of justice and deal with them in different ways."
 

- H. Zehr, Changing Lenses, p. 137
 
	
	"Biblical Justice is more holistic. It sees both spheres as part of the same whole. Injustice of any kind, in any sphere, is contrary to shalom. The acts of the one who oppresses are as serious as those of the one who assaults or robs. Both are contrary to shalom. Justice is not separable."
- H. Zehr, Changing Lens


